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Editorial

Satuday, September 15, 2018

Society as a reflection
of the government

Today, the state as a whole cutting across
ethnic lines and communities have evidently
inched itself towards the tipping point of
intolerance and have given in to impulsive
irrational outbursts. Demonstrations and agitations
which were basically meant to be campaigns to
arouse public concern about an issue, or more
appropriately issues in the context of the state,
has evolved into a warning call for an impending
social unrest and chaos. Every declaration of
protests is invariably followed with the added
proviso of ‘intensive’, ‘extreme’ steps and
‘activities’ beyond the sanctions of the
constitution of the country, and carried out with
gusto. What is more disturbing is that the
phenomenon is nothing new to the social and
political scenario of the state and has been a
salient part of the social landscape for a while
now.

While agitations and unrests are part and
parcel of the social process of addressing an issue
or concern and are still considered an effective
and necessary tool to attract attention of the
government and thereby initiating the process to
redress the issue, the process becomes a prelude
to the destructions and disturbances which
invariably follows.

The rising instances of intolerance and mob
mentality are an unmistakable manifestation of
the eroding law and order situation in the state.
The judiciary, hampered by lack of required
manpower and interventions from those in power
and position has been reduced to a perfunctory
service. The state and central security forces are
being viewed with suspicion and often with
disdain, often considered a necessary nuisance
rather than the protectors of the people and the
country as envisaged. The resultant breakdown
in the system is the disturbing social scenario we
are witnessing today. The increasing tendency of
the society to take the law into their own hands
and deliver instant and impulsive ‘justice’ speaks
volume of the trust and respect the society rests
on the judicial system as well as the law and order
mechanism of the state. Much has been discussed,
debated and deliberated on the rising trend of
mob justice and failure of the state machinery to
deliver effective and efficient justice, and yet
the concerns and issues on the matter is being
received with a lackadaisical attitude bordering
on contempt. This very attitude evidently
emboldens some reactive persons in the society
to indulge in their sadistic whims in the name of
social justice, and as such disturbing trends go
unchecked, they have now become a social trend
sanctioned by a few vociferous elements in the
absolute absence of legal restraints and preventive
actions by the law enforcers.

A substantial part if not the total of the social
unrests and disturbances can be prevented if the
law and order mechanism is made proactive and
efficient. The first step for the present state
government is to admit the reality and
acknowledge the lacunae, if it really and truly
desires to bring about the elusive change for the
better. Honest self-evaluation, introspection,
pragmatism and a proactive approach towards
administration and governance should replace the
denial and reactive attitude of the present
government. Above all, the state government
should relearn accepting and shouldering
responsibility of the social situations.
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Irabot and Capitalism

By- Dr. Malem Ningthouja

Comrade Irabot has left with us ghemselves firmly and enjoying from the Middle East to South-Easthe movement Irabot took up arms.
booklet entitledCapitalism Itis not  supreme control over the politicalAsia and to exercise an importantn this context, the idea of “no
known accurately as to when it wapower Because of the exploitativeinfluence in the Pacific region isinternecine bloodshed” was
written and to what extent it waspolicy of the profit hungry discussed in Suniti Kumar Ghosh’ discarded. Because, the internal
circulated to the people. Howeyercapitalists there developed clas®ook entitledhe Indian Nationality traitors were several times more
it is likely that the booklet was contradiction between the richProblem and Ruling Classédeville dangerous than the external enemy
written without much delay after heand the poor and it led to classMaxwell’s India’s China Vdr It was necessary to fight and oust
had adopted communist ideologyonfrontation. Wastages, provides with descriptions aboutthem. On the other hand, for the
while he was at the Sylhet Jail (1940elestructions and unrests areéNehrus territorial ambition that was larger goal of revolutionary
1943) and after Manipur haddeveloped due to profitlargely responsible for the war ininternationalism Irabot went to
experienced disastrous impacts ahotivated over-production and1962. Burma and formed an alliance with
the SecondlVorld War (1939-1945). competition among the In fact, India as we know today is aikeminded parties. Howevgris life
It is believed that the booklet wascapitalists. post-1947 invention. In 1947, theended as a guerrilla solider in the
used for ideological propagandg2) Capitalism and colonialism political power of British India was jungle on 26 September 1951.
among the people when movemenwent side by side. Fascism is theransferred to the monopolisticThe question that may be raised is:
was launched after the formation ofnost brutal form of the capitalist capitalist groups offata, Birla, are Irabots perception on
the Manipur Communist Party incolonial expansion. Due toDalmia, Singhania, Bhatt, and acapitalism and the movement for an
1948. In order to discuss thecapitalists propaganda manycomprador section of the Bombayindependent and classless society
historical juncture of Manipur thatinnocents are misled by blindbourgeoisie, capitalists from amonggtill relevant in the present context
the book was based on and theationalism and their lives areGujaratis and Parsis, Marwariof Manipur? The question is being
agenda of the book it is crucial tosacrificed in unjust wars. UnlessmoneylendersTamil usurers, etc., addressed as follows:
analyse the ten years time periodapitalism is destroyed, even if avho were intimately linked to the (1) The first two decades of the 21st
(1940-1950). country might have overthrown princes, landlords and British capital century were remarkable in terms of
The ten years period may be colonial rule, there cannot beThey adopted a capitalist socioincreasing collaboration of the
discussed as follows: established a society whereeconomic system where socialndian big bourgeoisie with the
(1) It was a period when Manipurequality collective growth and relations were based onimperialist cartels and financial
had faced disastrous impacts opeace would prevail. commodities for exchange, ininstitutions. They were increasingly
capitalism. On the one hand theré3) A new social order where particular private ownership of thepenetrating into the Southeast
was colonial oppression till the lasiequality collective growth and means of production and on theAsian underdeveloped countries for
moment of 14August 1947 and on peace prevail can be possible onlgxploitation of wage labour andmarkets and resources. They played
the other hand there were burdenisy revolutionary overthrow of the resources. The system has beedirect or indirect roles in the US-led
of killings and destructions causectapitalist political economyThe perpetuated through means ofmperialist wars i\fghanistan, Iraq
by the SecondlVorld War that was new social order cannot besuppression, subjectiveand elsewhere and in extractive
fought among the imperialist forcesachieved by cosmetic reformspsychological propaganda, andnvestments. Their role in the
It was also a period when peopleswithin the capitalist system. Theother sectarian and counterimperialistinternational division of
movement to establish responsibleevolution can be successful onlyprogressive tactics that keep manjabour was visible in the
government was carried outtill 1947y the movement under thedivided and caught up in a viciouscollaborative cum competitive
against the feudal regime that hateadership of the workers andcycle of self-inflicting conflicts along engagement with the Chinese
been protected by the colonial rulepeasants guided by the principleeommunal and territorial interests. social-imperialists, investments in
(2) It was a period when the Indiarof classless societffowever the The capitalist path had necessitategost-LTTE Sri Lanka, Myanmar
rulers were exerting strongcapitalists continuously attemptterritorial expansion. In other words,Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, etc.
pressures to establish rule over th® keep the workers and peasartapital, which is both a pre-conditionThey were investing in the
peoples in the Northeast includingparties weak by promoting and outcome of capitalism, requirecommercial networks spreading
Manipur. There were attempts tosectarianism among them througla territorial base to thrive on.across the extensive Mekong-
form new political entities such ascosmetic reforms and by bribingAlthough territorial expansionism Ganga Riverbed stretches. In the
NEFA and Purbanchal by nging the leaders. In other words, tocan be obstructed due toNortheast, apart from other
Manipur with other entities with the overcome these challenges thereompetition, rivalry  and multinational companies and Indian
alleged intention to wipe off the pre-is the need of a party that adoptprotectionism among the capitalistdbanks, theADB finance intrusion
existing status quoof Manipur the correct ideology has a of different countries, the Indianwas gaining momentum. In tune
There was also large scaldarsighted strategy and committecdbourgeoisie took the advantage ofvith militarisation and war pre-
immigration of monopoly traderstactics. imperial interregnum in Southsia emption the US army was permitted
from India to control the market andPerception on India in the post Secoriorld War period to conduct a series of military
Mayang war refugees fromlrabot had challenged capitalismto expand its territorial base whereveexercises in the jungles of Mizoram
Myanmar and the colonial rule associatecgossible. While they selectivelyto adapt to guerrilla warfare. US FBI
(3) Despite formal declaration ofwith it. On the other hand, he drewused blackmail or bribery oroperations in Meghalaya are
political independence from Britisha comparison among theintimidation or military tactics to suspected. Protectektea Permit
rule in 1947, adoption of Manipurcapitalists depending on time andannex territorythey coined integrity was lifted from the Northeast in 2011
Constitution in 1947 and formationsituation, and had termedjargons and carried nationhoodprobably under the pressure of the
of aresponsible governmentin 1948apanese fascism as mor@ropaganda to cover up forcedEuropean Union, largely to promote
the political power was controlleddangerous than British colonialannexation and military occupation foreign strategic analysts in the
the ImphalValley rich landlords rule. It is said that he hadTill date, the Indian constitution guise of tourists.
headed by the king who hadconsidered the Indian Nationalapproves territorial annexation but2) On the other hand the Indian big
supported capitalism. There wa#\rmy as an enemy for its Japaneskas no provisions on the right tobourgeoisie had withheld heavy
also a section that was hatchindascist connexion despite the facsecession. industrialisation in India. India
plots in support of the Indian policythat it had espoused IndianThe Northeast, inhabited bybecame awarehouse and market for
with the intention to fill personal freedomA pamphlet circulated on economically backward tribal andforeign capitalist technologies and
coffers by selling of Manipur. 12 December 1950 condemned thpeasant communities, apart frontommodities, and exporter of
Indian black laws were adopted antNehruvian government as astrategic calculation, was importantassembled commodities. INDIA
there were unrestrainedfascist $ate. It meant that Nehr’' for; (a) labour resources (water SHINING was dominantly visible in
suppressive actions againstule was adopting capitalism anduranium, oil, coal, precious stonesthe tertiary construction sub-
democratic movements of the Hmaextending colonial rule under theminerals, plantation, flora and faunasectors and in other secondary
and Mao peoples, and peasantdoak of blind nationalism. Irabot tourism, carbon credits, and forestmanufacturing sectors such as
and others. had wanted an Independenproducts), and market, (b) a buffemssembling of automobiles,
(4) It was a period when theManipur in an Indian federation vis-a-vis presumed China, and (c) @xpansion of telecom networks, etc.
communist movement wasunder a socialist system in themilitary stockpile and commodity To maximise extraction of capital
sweeping across the globe. In Indissame manner of the Russiarstocked for commercial expansion immillions of tribals and peasants were
the communist movement wasvoluntary federation. It would not South and South-Eastsia. They being forcibly displaced at gunpoint
carried out under the guidance obe an exaggeration to argue thaannexed the Northeast, forciblyto pave the way for the installation
Soviet Russia. Communist partiesrabot had supported theintegrated it into inter-territorial of imperialist assembling unitdt
were also rising in Burmall these proposed federation model sincalivision of labour and subjected itthe same time, a vast number of
had catalytic impact on Irabot.the then Communist Party of Indiato the restructured economic ordepeasants were deprived of
Many who supported this goal wergtill 1951 it incorporated the right as the primary supplier of labouaw investment and impoverished due
also carrying out a movement tdo secession) had supportednaterial, market, and military to forced extraction in order to fulfil
ensure growth and to protectwoluntary federation. He was notstockpile for Indian capitalist the imperialist quota for food grains
democratic rights of the peasantsnclined towards keeping Manipurexpansionism. Interestinglywhether and other agrarian products.
The State indulged in repressivainder a capitalist colonial a territory should be annexed to th€3) In Manipufs context, the Indian
actions to suppress them. system. extent of using military force as werebig bourgeoisie had been closely
The present booklet shall not dealrabot was not alone in opposingthe cases of Hyderabad, Kashmiworking in cahoots with the
in length with the history of the Nehrus policy Internationallyin - Manipur, etc. or should be kept as aubordinate ruling class composed
peasants and their democratid@931, Nehru was expelled from thesubordinated neighbaguas were the of landlords, usurers, contractors,
movements. It is suffice to say that eague against Imperialism andcases of Sikkim (now annexed)commission agents, corrupt
at the end there was operor National Independence on theBhutan and Nepal, or should beofficials, petty merchants, etc., who
confrontation between Irabot anccharge of deceiving the shown favourable treatment as wabad been dependent on the Indian
those who had supportedrevolutionary youth and the the case of Burma (at the cost of theourgeoisie for political and
capitalism. He tried his best to sovwworking masses and being a traitocontroversial Kabowalley claimed economic poweiThe latter did not
the seeds of a revolutionaryto the cause of independence andy Manipur) was a meticulously directly create capital through
movement through the circulationan agent of imperialism. Theworked-out capitalist programme. investment in constant and
of literatures. His booklet ConstituentAssembly of India Capitalism from the current variable capitals. They collectively
Capitalismis a general outline to debates and the correspondence perspectives indulged in accumulation of wealth
explain capitalism, colonialism andletter between Nehru and Patel ifrabot and the Manipur Communistthrough misappropriation of rent
fascism. For all these reasons, it950 would expose their capitalistParty under his leadership had stoo¢in the form of central grants)
remains crucial to discuss Irab®t’ and expansionist motives. Theagainst the policy of Nehru.received imeturn for exploitation of
Capitalism manner in which Manipur was However the rulers of our homeland Manipur by the Indian bourgeoisie.
The central issues raised in ~ forcibly annexed is being hadtreated him as an enenmpother They played a crucial role in
Capitalism are: mentioned in the eye-witnesswords, those who supportedconstituting puppet regimes in
(1) Capitalism is a political economyaccounts of Nari Rustomji entitled Nehrus capitalism and expansionisnrespectively carved out revenue
characterised by the capitalists wh@he Enchanted Frontieand became puppets and they launchedlocs under the political command
live by extraction of surplus valueAnandmohan entitle®hillong repressive actions to root out thef the Indian State who also
from the workers and resources 01949.Nehru’s ambition to create acommunist party and peasanprovided them with military back-up.
the peasants establishinguper-national state stretchingnovementsTo defend the party and (Contd. on Page 3)




